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SEARCH AND RESCUE
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Search and Rescue Coordinator consultation

Certified Teams in the following disciplines:
 Search Management Team
 Search Team Members and Leaders
 Canine Search Teams

 Trailing
 Live Find - Air Scent
 Human Remains Detection (HRD)
 Water Search
 Disaster First Response

 Equine Search Teams
 Visual Trackers
 Wilderness Rescue Teams
 Cave Rescue Teams

The initial response depending on circumstances
for most search incidents is shown below.

VA - Type III Search and Rescue Task Force

Additional Special Operations resources include:
 Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)
 Radio Caches
 Technical and Urban Search and Rescue
 Swiftwater Rescue Teams
 Incident Management Teams (IMT)
 Access to other state agency resources

Search and Rescue Resources are primarily
provided by highly trained professional volunteer

teams from throughout the Commonwealth. These
teams provide their services free of charge through

Memorandum of Understanding with VDEM.
The only cost the locality incurs for requesting

resources is the logistical support of the incident.

Questions about the program can be directed to
SAR@vdem.virginia.gov.
www.vaemergency.gov

Some of the information contained in this guide is used with ex-
pressed written consent of

dbS Productions, LLC  www.dbs-sar.com

Additional resources for information and training:
Endangered & Vulnerable Adults and Children

&
Lost Person Behavior

dbS Productions

Additional SAR Training is also available through the
Virginia Department of Emergency Management -

Training, Education, and Exercise Division.
Contact: sartraining@vdem.virginia.gov

“...That Others May Live!”



Initial Response Actions
for Missing Persons

Search Urgency Determination

Call VDEM to speak with a
Search and Rescue Coordinator

or to request resources
24 Hour Emergency Number

800-468-8892

Search Urgency Determination

SEARCH IS AN EMERGENCY!


